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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



In the Office Action dated March 27, 2001, the Examiner made a restriction requirement 
requiring election between the claims of Groups I- VII and an election of species between the 
nucleic acid sequences listed in claim 1 for Group I and the polypeptide sequences listed in claim 
12 for Group II. 

In view of the Restriction Requirement, Applicants elect, with traverse, to prosecute 
claims 1-10 of Group I, drawn to a nucleic acid, a vector, a host cell, and a method of producing 
a polypeptide. 

In response to the species requirement for Group I, the Office Action indicates that a 
nucleic acid sequence must be elected from the sequences listed in claim 1. Claim 1 does not list 
any nucleic acid sequences. In a telephone discussion with the Examiner on April 25, 2001, he 
indicated that the sequence should actually be elected from those listed in claim 3 as claim 1 does 
not list any sequences. Applicants therefore elect SEQ ID NO: 31 in claim 3 in response to the 
species requirement for Group I. In response to the species requirement for Group II, Applicants 
select SEQ ID NO: 32 in claim 12. 

With regard to the traversal, Applicants traverse the restriction of claims 1-10 in Group I 
from claims 1 1-13 in Group II. The Office Action has not provided any substantive explanation 
as to why the claims in Group I are different from the claims in Group II. In the absence of any 
specific information relating to the subject matter of the claims, Applicants respectfully submit 
that the Examiner has not met his burden of establishing that the two groups of claims constitute 
separate and distinct inventions. 

Except for issue fees payable under 37 C.F.R. § 1.18, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized by this paper to charge any additional fees during the entire pendency of this 
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application including fees due under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16 and 1.17 which may be required, 
including any required extension of time fees, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 50- 
0310. This paragraph is intended to be a constructive petition for extension of time in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 36(a)(3). 
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